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By Elisabeth Handley

I nnovators and creators of all kinds take 
over Balboa Park October 6-7 at the 
fourth annual Maker Faire San Diego. 

This festival of innovation and creativity will 
highlight the people, places and organiza-
tions that make Southern California a great 
place to live and work, and allows attendees 
to get hands-on with new tech, or explore 
age-old forms of making.

The purpose of Maker Faire is to encour-
age its attendees to test the limits of what 
is possible through building, creating, and 
imagining. With this in mind, the Maker 
Faire team has carefully curated a special 
lineup of inspiring exhibitors, speakers, and 
hands-on activities, including over 250 mak-
ers, inventors who embrace the do-it-yourself 
(or do-it-together) spirit, whose work will 
be showcased throughout the Park. Among 
these creative displays will be other festi-
val features, including food trucks, robots, 
drones, soldering, art, music, and much 
more. 

With seven participating venues and 12 
zones — both within and around Balboa Park 
museums — the possibilities are endless. 

“There is a greater variety of things to see 
and do hands-on than ever before,”  event 

producer Cody Nelson told me. “We’re ex-
cited to highlight local makers, makers from 
Mexico, and the collaboration with the fu-
ture Comic-Con Museum.”

The Comic-Con Museum presents a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity for event patrons to 
extend the magic of Comic-Con year-round 
by helping the team envision and design this 
new pop culture community hub, which in the 
future will be permanently housed in the Fed-
eral Building. Additionally, there will be some 
exciting pop culture themed maker activities.

Five sculptural spectaculars will showcase 
a range of human ingenuity and artistic ex-
ploration as visitors work their way between 
the 12 venues of the event. The first is Zap, an 
LED-lit, fiery, praying mantis made of light-
weight metal with moving parts (located in 
the Plaza de Panama), and Robot Resurrec-
tion, a towering, 30-foot tall, fire-breathing 
articulating sculpture made from 90 percent 
recycled materials and reclaimed airplane 
parts (located adjacent to the Casa del Pra-
do). Then there’s Do You Trust, a huddle of 
five beings which aims to inspire feelings 
of trust when one feels lovingly held by a 
tribe of benevolent guides; it will broadcast 
devotional poetry in different languages. 
The 11-foot tall interactive metal sculpture, 
Unfolding Humanity, calls attention to the 
connection and contrast between humanity 
and technology, with an underlying design 
that alludes to unsolved mysteries in mathe-
matics and the shape of the universe. Finally, 
Light Project is a large scale sculpture repre-
senting the exchange of ideas within an in-
novative mind that multiply and improve by 
collaboration.

Across this bi-national region, technology 
is empowering numerous communities. This 
year, the Maker Faire San Diego team part-
nered with El Garage Project Hub in creating 
the Mexicali Pavilion. “Our third year par-
ticipating at Maker Faire San Diego is very 
special for us,” said Barbara Yarza, creative 
director for El Garage, “because we are in 
charge of promoting and curating a Mexicali 
Pavilion that will host a wide variety of Mex-
ican makers. It is a great opportunity to cre-
ate a link between the two countries by mak-
ing and sharing experiences.” The Mexicali 

Pavilion will feature robotics, video games 
and an interactive art project that encourag-
es children’s participation between Mexicali 
and San Diego.

Also from Mexico is Epic Queen, a non-
profit in Latin America, which seeks to 
close the gender gap by involving girls in 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math) through the maker movement. 
Founder and director Ana Karen Ramirez 
will be presenting her passion about tech-
nology and gender equality inside the Fleet 
Science Center. Ramirez is an ambassador of 
Singularity University in Mexico, a program 
of NASA and Google, and is a member of the 
World Economic Forum community, “Global 
Shapers.”

Maker Faire aims to offer something for 
everyone with all manner of passions and 
interests. The San Diego Museum of Man 
highlights those skills fundamental to hu-
man culture, from home brewers to cheese 
makers, weavers to stitchers, to jewelry 
making through electroforming. Passionate 
about Steampunk? The San Diego Automo-
tive Museum’s current exhibition will be 
open to attendees, showcasing unique cars 

and artwork inspired by this sub-genre of 
speculative science fiction and fantasy, gen-
erally inspired by the works of H. G. Wells 
and Jules Verne. Steampunk incorporates 
fashion, design, art, music, vehicle creations, 
literature, and more. A wide array of robot-
ics, art, engineering, costuming, science, 
and technology will be on display at all par-
ticipating venues.

Advance ticket adult prices start at just 
$21, children at $13. A ticket includes gener-
al admission to all participating museums. 
A weekend pass, which includes general ad-
mission to all of the museums participating 
in this event, can be purchased in advance 
online at the Maker Faire San Diego website. 
Proceeds from this event benefit participat-
ing museums.

So whether you’re into artificial intelli-
gence, comics and cosplay, crazy feats of en-
gineering, artisanal crafts, brewing culture, 
kicking off your own start-up, or just curious 
to see what you can learn to make, Maker 
Faire San Diego is a festival that has it all.

Elisabeth Handley is Principal at San Di-
ego-based Elisabeth Handley Communications.

Mind-blowing innovation at Maker Faire SD
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This year’s Maker Faire includes more than 250 makers – inventors who embrace the do-
it-yourself (or do-it-together) spirit. Their work will be showcased throughout Balboa Park.
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Some of the real estate requirements include 
laboratories, vivariums (which are used for 
small animals), pilot plants and manufacturing 
facilities, according to the firm.

Group members will thoroughly address 
risks in the planning, designing, engineering 
and construction phases of life science spaces, 

Avison Young stated.
“This experience empowers us to seamless-

ly service all aspects of our clients’ real estate 
needs, including site selection and evaluation, 
lease negotiation, construction management 
and post-lease project management,” Rose 
said.

Avison Young said the centerpiece of the 
group’s approach will be a focus on inte-
grating each client’s technical and financial 

requirements into the lease-negotiation pro-
cess, and ensuring that requirements are ap-
propriately incorporated within transaction 
documents.

“Our new life sciences specialty practice 
group has created a transparent, risk-adverse 
model that enables us to work with our clients’ 
internal resources on either a single transac-
tion or for their entire portfolio,” Giannone 
stated.
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